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General Information

Classification of the Characters

Those who have overcome the initial hurdles in learning Chinese characters know
that they are not arbitrarily constructed; rather, they follow a system of repeating
patterns and rules. Recognizing these patterns helps when learning Chinese
characters. The purpose of this chapter is to acquaint the reader with several
possible such patterns.

The first classification pattern is the separation of the characters according to content.
This refers to characters that depict the simplified image of an object, symbolically
represent an abstract meaning, or result from a combination of several images or
symbols.

The most identifiable classification pattern is the radical. The radical is the classifying
part of a character that can also be found in other characters. Characters with the
same radical can be arranged in groups.

Both patterns are described in more detail below.
Classification according to Content

If you separate Chinese characters according to content, they can be divided into two
main groups: simple characters and compound characters.

A simple character is a character that cannot be broken down any further. It is made
up of strokes that together depict an object or an abstract meaning. The group of
simple characters that depict objects is, therefore, also referred to as pictograms.
The group of simple characters that represent abstract meanings is referred to as
simple ideograms.

A compound character is made up of two or more simple characters. Compound
characters make up the majority of Chinese characters. They can also be divided
into two subgroups. If a compound character has a simple character that alludes to
the pronunciation of the compound character, it is referred to as a phono-semantic
compound. The remaining compound characters are called compound ideograms.

Thus in terms of content, there are four different kinds of characters: pictograms,
simple ideograms, compound ideograms, and phono-semantic compounds.



Classification of the Characters

Pictograms

A pictogram is a symbol that represents a physical object. In early written Chinese,
these symbols were very realistic in their drawings. As the written language
developed, these characters became more and more abstract. However, there is still
a vague resemblance of the character to the physical object symbolized. Thus, these
characters are particularly easy to learn. A few examples are detailed in the following
table:

Old Form New Form Pinyin Meaning

&I J,J shan mountain

P };] yué moon
‘S‘, 7}( shut water

”> /\ rén person

Simple Ideograms

A simple ideogram is a graphic representation of an object or meaning, the
significance of which is not immediately apparent. It is, therefore, important to learn
how these characters are to be read. Simple ideograms can, therefore, describe a
larger range of words than pictograms. A few examples are detailed in the following
table:

Old Form New Form Pinyin Meaning
O J‘_ shang above, up
2 T xia below, down

X ﬁ_ wu five
2( I\ ba eight




Classification of the Characters

Compound Ideograms

A compound ideogram is a combination of two or more characters or ideograms that
has a specified meaning. A compound ideogram can symbolize an abstract meaning,
such as, for example, a feeling. It can also, however, represent a visual image. A few
examples are detailed in the following table:

I T T

person + tree = rest

H + }5] Hf] ming  sun+moon = bright
X+ K N lin two trees = forest
I+ + 25 chén small + earth = dust
K + H vE lei water + eye = tear

Phono-semantic Compounds

A phono-semantic compound is a compound ideogram that consists of two
components. One component determines the pronunciation of the character, and the
other component determines the meaning of the character. A few examples are
detailed in the following table. The highlighted characters determine the
pronunciation.

e
’k(woman) + % (m3) % mother

A (ang)
j)\(fire)
?R(clothes)
_/i.'\(metal)

j)\(fire) ’)% tang hot
%‘(kéo) */}? kao to bake
E_ (k) W/fr— ku pants

+
+
+
+ T (zhong) F  zhong bell



Classification of the Characters

Classification according to Radical

Radicals help in the classification and sorting of Chinese characters. The word
“radical” is derived from the Latin word “radix“ (meaning “root”) and is, therefore, also
referred to as the root character. The radical is the basic graphic component of a
character. There are a total of approximately 225 radicals. This number varies
depending on the dictionary used. The definition of the radical in a character can also
vary between dictionaries. Some dictionaries have a character listed under several
radicals to make it easier to find the character. Even though there is some
discrepancy in the definition of a few radicals, the definition of the majority of Chinese
radicals is indisputable. A few examples of radicals and characters are detailed in the
following table:

T T T

mouth to drink
U"{J oht to eat
/f person q%i Zuo to do, to make
A, ta he
‘ﬁ‘ woman ;&.% ma mother
48 jis older sister
- grass 41—*,:\ cha tea
;f{ cai vegetable
z claw Zé gou dog
Z% mao cat

Note: The radicals used in this book have been borrowed from the following sources:

CPTARE E (R S B, JE T, 2001) and “HTAUEE T L (75 55 ED R, dB 5, 1996).



General Information

Writing Chinese Characters

The grammatical rules governing the correct writing (i.e., spelling) of Chinese
characters are different from the grammatical rules governing correct English spelling.
In Chinese, a character is either complete or incomplete. However, there are a few
guidelines with which you should be familiar.

Important Elements

A grammatically correctly written character contains all strokes and important
elements. The Chinese characters in this book are either shown in Chinese block
script or brushstroke script. Because of the widespread use of pencils, ballpoint pens,
and fountain pens in writing, it is essential to know how to correctly form a character.
Chinese block script and brushstroke script both have certain features that are
difficult to duplicate with Western writing tools. The following illustration should
provide clarity in this respect. Whereas artistic embellishment is generally not taken
into consideration, a hook at the end of a vertical line is an essential feature of a
Chinese character.

Block Script Brushstroke Script m

Bulge is
ornamental.

Bulge is
ornamental.

Hook is
important!

Bulge is
ornamental.

The table on the next page shows a few additional examples of writing with a pencil
or ballpoint pen.



Writing Chinese Characters

BT T
fr 1> A
/TL ) 1J\ /] N

7

——

~

The bulges found in both block and brushstroke scripts are not formed when using a
pencil. They reveal the direction of the stroke to an experienced writer and are,
therefore, found in most Chinese type fonts.

Sequence of Strokes

Each character is made up of several strokes. The order in which the strokes are
written is also referred to as the sequence of strokes. The sequence of strokes is
important for several reasons:

e The sequence of strokes provides a certain rhythm when writing, making it easier
to memorize a character.

e The sequence of strokes provides a character with elegance and beauty.

e The sequence of strokes provides a systematic efficiency when writing with short
hand movements.

The sequence of strokes is not standardized in Chinese. Depending on the source,
you may come across different sequences. No one way is correct or incorrect. It is
simply a recommendation for how to write a character.

This book follows the model of the most commonly used sequence of strokes.
Differing sequences can be implemented as the observer sees fit. Usage is a simple
question of preference.

Note: Computer development over the past few years has made it possible to view
an animated representation of the sequence of strokes. The algorithm used for this
animation shows, of course, only one sequence of strokes. It is used internationally
and is often misunderstood as the standard sequence of strokes.



Characters

01 Personal Pronouns

g5 1 IR ni you
e s .
R, b she

1 M/ men  pralparie
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01 Personal Pronouns
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01 Personal Pronouns

men
(plural particle)

A7

shui / shéi
(who)

Vocabulary

I
(wo)

you

(1)
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01 Personal Pronouns

he
(ta)

she
(ta)

we
(woémen)

you (pl.)
(nTmen)

they
(tamen)

who
(shui / shéi)

13



Appendix

Appendix A: Chinese Characters

Appendix A lists the Chinese characters from this book in alphabetical order,
including the following information: the Pinyin pronunciation, the character itself, the
meaning, and the chapter (C) in which the character was first introduced.

A all 16
ai % to love 09 to read, to study 15
B correct; face to 18
ba T father 05 much, many 03
ba J\  eight 02 E
béi :“j north 13 ér ) L son, child 05
béi M cup, mug 14 er . two 02
bén ZIK root; MW books 17 F
bu / bu K not 16 fan i’)ﬁ cooked rice, meal 04
C fai K tofly 19
5 vegetables 04 fén ﬁj\ to divide 11
% tea 04 fa HE clothes 14
$ vehicle 13 G
N7 toeat 04 gao & high, tall 03
Hj out 19 ge /l\ MW pieces 17
gong T. towork 15
da K big 03 gou M dog 08
d3 T tohit 15 guan  [E hall, house 13
de E]/\] possessive particle 16 guan 5"% to close 18
dian }_E store 13 guo country 13
dian EE, electricity 14 guod % fruit 04
dian )ﬁ drop, spot 11
dong ;‘F\ east 14
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Appendix

Appendix B: Subject Matter of the HSK 1

1. 4%17] - Nouns (63 items)

(1) jia Xuéxiao fanguan shangdian  ylyuan hudchézhan
x AL (T i I BB KZEuh
Zhonggué  Béijing
H Jb 5t

(2) shang xia gianmian houmian If
E ® HiT T Je Il B

(3) jmntian mingtian zudtian shangwu zhongwu xiawl
SR UiPS WER E4 HZF TF
nian yueé ri XTingqi dian xianzai
i H H 23] = IAE
shihou fénzhong
g gk

(4) baba mama érzi nirér laosht xuésheng
BE BT LT L Z I F
téngxué péngyou yTshéng xiansheng  xidojie
EE: lilip3 Bk s NH

(5) yifu shut cai mifan shuigud pinggud
Kk 7K B KR KR RS
cha béizi gian feijt chiziché  dianshi
x ¥ B KL HAHE M
diannao dianying tianqi mao gbu dongxi
HEL I L5 KA Ui X N

(6) rén mingzi shi Hanyu Zi zhuozi
A 27 15 P 2 U
yizi
Wi T

127



Appendix

Appendix C: Glossary

A
ai, %, to love oo 58
B
bayue, /\ B, August ......63
ba, /\, eight....ccccevvvuennne 19
baba, &%, dad .............. 35

B&ijing, AL 1L, Beijing.......81
béizi, # T, cup, mug......86
bén, Z%, MW books....... 109
bu keqi, NES,

You are welcome...... 114

diann3o, HLJN,

COMPULEr .....vvveeereenne 87
dianshi, .41, television.87
dianying, B8, movie ..121
dongxi, 274, thing,

stuff..........
dou, #E, all
du, i3, to read aloud,

to study.cooveeeeeeene 93
duibugy, XA,

Excuse me................ 115

dud, £, much, many......25
dudda, £ K, how old...108
dudshao, /1>, how

much, how many ....... 25

bU, /N, NOteeeeeerereeeeeeanene 100
C

cai, 3%, vegetables .......... 31
chd, 25, t€a weveeeeeeenn. 31
chi, 'z, to eat.ccoceeeennn. 31

chozioche, L7, taxi . 121

E

éryueé, —H, February ...62
er, ., tWO .coecrvereeeeennns

érzi, )L, son

H

Hanyu, 7, Chinese

language ......cccceeenn. 122
hanzi, I %, character.. 122
hdo, I, good ................. 25
hé, #1, and, with .......... 101
hé, "5, to drink............... 31
hén, 1R, very ..o, 100

houmian, J& 1, behind .. 46
hui, 22, CaN e

hui, [9], to return
hudchézhan, K ZEu;,

D

da dianhua, #7 H1f, to
make a telephone call 94

da, K, big oo, 25
de, f], possessive particle
................................. 101

didn, /&, spot, drop......... 67
dianhua, H1F,
telephone................... 87

130

F

fanguan, Y1E,

restaurant ...........ceee.l 80
faiji, &#l, aeroplane....120
fénzhong, 47 %f, minute .68

G

gaoxing, =1>%, happy......26
ge, 1, piece ..o 108
gongzuo, I{E, to work..95
géu, 41, dog...coveverrrrrennn 52

railway station............ 81
J
ji, JL, how many........... 107
jia, &, family, home....... 36
jiao, Y, to call................ 74
jintian, 2K, today ........ 62
jityue, JLH,

September
jit, J1, nine e
K
kai, 7T, to open .............. 94
kan dianshi, & HLAT,

to watch television .... 87
kan sha, &1,

to read a book ........... 88
kan, &, to look, to watch,

10 St 73
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