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Gustav Holst (1878-1934) wrote music of real originality and strength. Although his harmonic
structures were firmly based in the 19th century, his was a new voice.

Early in his career, Holst had earned his living in the Carl Rosa Opera Company and the Scottish
Orchestra as a trombonist and was also a competent violinist. The Moorside Suite was written
in 1928 as a commision by J. H. lles for the Crystal Palace Brass Band Contest of 1929.
Gustav Holst's popularity as a composer had reached a high point at this time; the brilliant
Planets suite (1916) had established him as a world-class composer with a completely individual
style. Moorside is, by comparison, a miniature , but with the unmistakable stamp of genius.
Unlike many composers who wrote rarely for the brass band, Holst scored the piece himself. It is
easy to see, however, if one reduces the music to a short score, that he had orchestral brass in
mind when writing Moorside.

In transcribing the work for the modern 10-piece brass ensemble, the composer's original

concept comes through very clearly; it is to be hoped that many young brass players may
discover for themselves Holst's inimitable charm.

Denis Wick, Milford-on-Sea 1994
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