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INTERMEDIATE ROCK CONCEPTS

HI-HAT VARIATIONS
Combining eighth and sixteenth notes on the hi-hat (or ride cymbal) creates a wide range of interesting 
variations. Let’s start by playing a basic beat that combines two sixteenths and an eighth.

Now let’s reverse that and play an eighth note followed by two sixteenths.

Combine the eighths and sixteenths to create your own ideas and add flair to any standard rock beats.

Track 1

Track 2

Track 3

Track 4
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INTRODUCING THE LINEAR STYLE
LINEAR BEATS
Linear drumming is a unique style of playing drum grooves and fills using a single stream of notes 
between your hands and feet. Because the hands and feet don’t play at the same time, you will not 
play a group of stacked notes. When starting out, we suggest you play the notes on the hi-hat with 
the right hand, and those on the snare with the left. Remember, no two notes (or limbs) should be 
played simultaneously.

Track 51
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